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| One aiz‘emaz‘e
.| s only black
| chosen for duty

. By MATT GRYTA
. News Staff Reporter

iy A jury of eight women and four

' men - none of them African

i - has been selected in
the trial of Jonathan Parker, who is
charged with the murder of a Buf-
falo police officer Jast year and

> could face the death penalty if con-
victed,

Parker, 20, of Titus Avenue, who
is black, is accused of killing Officer
Charles “Skip” McDougald and
wounding Detective Michael Marti-
nez during a confrontation on
Northampton Street on April 9,
1997.

One African-American woman is
among the five female and four
male alternate jurors who also were
sworn in.

Opening arguments are set to
begin Sept. ¢ in what will be the
first death-penalty case in Buffalo

in almost 40 years. The irial is ex-
- pected to last six weeks.

A key factor in the jury-selection
process was that jurors had to state
«f that they would- be willing to con-
sider both the death penalty and
life in prison without parole if they
vote to convict Parker.

Court sources familiar with
Thursday’s jury selection proceed-
ings said prosecutors routinely opt-
ed to have prospective  Adrican-
American jurors dropped from the

Court: sources sa:d ‘rosecutorm

Jonathan Parkei; aby

Afman-mnencans dropiped

stated opposrtuon to fiep smgth

jufy pooI because they said they op- :

posed the death penalty.

Erié . County Judge . Mlchae] L. o . COL ] .
" did: not’ ‘have .to., gwe. a reaso

D’Amico, prosecutors and Parkér’s

attorneys, James P. Hafrifigton’ and."_
.John V. Elmme, -all declined-to" -,
comment on ‘the; me-selecnon pro-"',; "hu

cess, which began July;
prospective jurors, | - :
Thursday, 01 ‘meén’ and wom

about 10 percent of them: Africa- '

American, were called back to'co

for the first votes by the rival attor ;

neys on the jiry ifself.

Parker’s attorneys re;ecte,cl; a

excludjngv i
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Continued from Page Al

“called  “race-neutral reasons,”
meaning that their concern was
the individual’s opposition to ‘the
death penalty.. )

.. Throughout the jury-selection
process, defense attorneys com-

plained about the racial makeup of

the jury pool.

but it’s, doubtful that it’s going to
. be irouble,” observed University at
- Buffalo law professor Chagle
Carr, “They’d have to show a pat-
T of deliberate discrimination
against an identifiable group.”

arr said Thursday that willing-
ness to impose the death penalty
“has traditionally been a sticking
Point” i jury selection for capital-
punishment cases, Opposing it, he
noted, “is tantamount to saying
they couldn’t follow the legal in-
structions from the judge.”

“For the defense, it’s troubling,

P-‘Ju
said so @ g

the combi. on anyw.

S |
rafiser: Defense team objected ||
o racial makeup of jury pool -

Opening arguments in the trial
— which will include a penalty
phase should Parker be convicted
— were pushed back a day to al-
low one of the female jurors to
complete a previously scheduled
West Coast vacation, court sources
said.

McDougald, . 36, the father of K
four, was the first Buffalo police
officer killed in the ling of duty in

-more than 27 years.

McDougald and Martinez,’ then
a patrol officer, were shot after

‘they allegedly ordered Parker to

stop for questioning on Northamp-
ton. The two’officers had previous-
ly drrested Parker, :

. - Parker has been serving a 15-
year prison term on unrelated gun
charges since shortly after the fatal

. shooting. -

News Staff ‘Repoﬁe}' Dale Ande:_‘sqn

also contributed to this. report.
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Parker: Protest says jury makeup
not representative of community

Continued from Page Bl

Lott said, but at the time, “it
seemed like forever,” before her
vehicle drove away after Martinez
had emerged from the passenger
side of the patrol car

Mrs. Lott said she did not
know that McDougald had been
killed- until later that day, after she
turned on the television in her
West Side home about midday,

She acknowledged that she did
not report what she saw to police
but “continued my everyday life
like nothing happened” until an
investigator working for the Parker
defense team contacted her days
- after the shooting. She later was
called to testify before the grand
jury that eventually indicted Park-
er.

- Ms. Lott testified that in Janu-
ary or February of 1997, she alert-
ed police that her husband had
stolen her car during a domestic
dispute they later resolved. She
said McDougald arrested the hus-
band in the car on April §, 1997.

When she went to ihe Genesee

Station to reirieve the car, Mrs..

Lott testified, she had an encoun-
~ter with McDougald, who she said

‘gave her a ticket for mot reporting
" the recovery of her car earlier,

She said McDougald also gave
her a ticket for allowing her car,
which was registered to her moth-
er, to be driven that April by her
husband, who lacked a valid driv-
£r's license.

As the trial began, Marusak ag-
sured the jury and Erie County
Judge Michael L. D’Amico that
they -would be hearing from the
Lotts and three others who saw
Parker fleeing down East Parade

Avenue after the shooting, still
holding a 9mm handgun,

In his opening statement, Maru-
sak said Parker “intentionally
gunned down” McDougald and
shot Martinez because he thought
that being stopped would lengthen
the prison term he faced on his

" guilty plea a month earlier in

three unrelated weapons cases.

Marusak told the jury that
McDougald, a father of four who
also worked as a substitute teacher
in Buffalo schools, retumned pun-
fire, even though he was mortally
wounded.

McDougald was not wearing a
bulletproof vest, Marusak said.
The officer was waiting to be fit-
ted for a new vest because a strap
had broken on the one that he
had been issued, Marusak said.

With McDougald’s widow sit-
ting in the front row of the specta-
tor area, Harrington urged the ju-
iy to keep an open mind about
the testimony they will hear in the
next month, assuring them that
their view of the case will charige.

One juror had to be excused,
and was replaced by an alternate.

‘The trial began after several
African-American men conducted
a peaceful rally outside the down-
town courthouse protesting the

fact that there is an all-white jury,

rather than a jury that reflects the
racial composition of the commu-
nity, and seeking “justice for Jona-
than Parker.”

The trial could take up to six
weeks. If Parker is found guilty-of
first-degree murder, the jury would
decide whether he should face the

“death penalty of life 1mpnso ment
- without pazole,. -




